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1. 
Introduction
TECHNE invites applications for a TECHNE Conflux: an extended training, development, exhibition or performance programme in a discipline-related or interdisciplinary area, of interest to doctoral students in the arts and humanities. A TECHNE Conflux may take a variety of formats including (but not limited to) workshops, seminars, performances, exhibitions (or other ways of presenting student work) or writing retreats.  It may focus on enhancing research or intellectual skills or the sharing of expertise amongst students. Details of previously approved Confluxes can be found on the TECHNE website: www.techne.ac.uk/for-students/training-and-support/techne-confluxes. 
There should be a sense of cohort development amongst students involved. Staff from TECHNE member institutions are invited to present proposals costing in the region of £2,000 to £5,000 over one year or £2,000 to £10,000 over two years. The exact level of funding offered will be agreed by the TECHNE Training Group if it agrees the proposal. 
TECHNE is looking for new, ambitious and innovative initiatives tailored to the needs of TECHNE students, which add to existing provision, and strongly encourages applications that incorporate both Arts and Humanities disciplines in this round. Student profiles can be found on the TECHNE website www.techne.ac.uk, and staff can be provided with details of potential suitable students to work with, if required.
Note that TECHNE runs a parallel funding scheme for one-day events (Training and Development Days) for which funding of up to £1,000 is available.  Please contact TECHNE for further information.


2. Organising Team
Each Conflux should be organised by a team comprising at least two staff AND two students, all from TECHNE member institutions.  It is advantageous, though not compulsory, to have a team drawn from different institutions.  Applications which also involve a TECHNE Partner institution are particularly welcome.  By being part of the organising team students are expected to gain experience of event management and are therefore eligible to apply for an extension to their maintenance to cover the period of their involvement, as long as this is between one and six months.  (The time may be spread rather than taken as a block.)  Applications for extensions to maintenance may be made by students to TECHNE at any time by submitting a Study Support and Work Placement application form available from http://www.techne.ac.uk/for-students/training-and-support/student-development-fund 
3. Timings
The deadline for applications to be sent to techne@rhul.ac.uk is Monday 3rd September 2018.  Applications will be considered by the TECHNE Training Group in September. A Conflux must start no later than January 2019 and conclude no later than December 2020.
4.
Publicity and Administration
Whilst TECHNE will assist in publicising the event to students, those running the Conflux will be expected to publicise and administer it. Administration includes tasks such as: answering enquiries about the event, setting up a registration system, recording attendance, making and collecting payments, managing finance, booking facilities and catering, liaising with speakers/facilitators, collecting feedback and reporting. 
A Conflux should recruit at least ten TECHNE students (in addition to student organisers) from at least two member institutions, averaged across all events.  If events are under-recruiting then the organisers should contact TECHNE to discuss the matter.  If events are cancelled then TECHNE will pay only non-refundable costs e.g. for room bookings.  
5. 
Funding – what is eligible
· The travel and any non-fee costs of TECHNE non-HEI Partner staff 
· Fees, travel and other costs for those not employed by a TECHNE member institution.  The level of fee payments should be justified in the application with reference to benchmarks and the employment status of individuals.  Fees may be paid to those working part-time for TECHNE institutions if it is clear that they are not contributing during their University time
· Catering and refreshments up to £300 per day. (Larger amounts may be awarded in exceptional circumstances if justified in the application.)
· Materials
· Overnight accommodation where this is booked by the Conflux organisers
· Hire of specialist facilities
This list is not exhaustive – please ask if you are unsure.
6. Funding - What is not eligible for funding?

· Fees, buyout or travel for staff employed by a TECHNE member institution, unless part-time (see above)
· Fees of staff from TECHNE non-HEI Partner organisations
· Costs of travel for students. TECHNE students can claim travel costs from the RTSG or the TECHNE ad-hoc travel allowance
· Costs of overnight accommodation for students, unless booked by the organisers.  TECHNE students can claim accommodation costs from the RTSG or their TECHNE ad-hoc travel allowance.
· Costs directly attributable to non-TECHNE participants.  Non-TECHNE participants may attend events, but where they add to the costs (e.g. catering, bedrooms or per-capita fees for use of equipment) then it is expected that they pay accordingly.
7.  Payments
Usually payments will be made on receipt of a single invoice sent to TECHNE from the member institution after the Report (see below) has been submitted, but it may possible to agree more than one payment at specific intervals. This invoice should show a breakdown of the costs so that we have evidence for auditing purposes of how the money was spent. Note that travelling expenses incurred by staff from non-TECHNE organisations should be reclaimed from the member institution leading the event. 
8.  Selection Process
Applications will be assessed by the TECHNE Training Group on the basis of relevance of the Programme to the needs of TECHNE students:
· Proposals should set out clearly what the Conflux  is intended to achieve 

· The Proposal is feasible and practical 

· Likely extent of take-up
Proposals will also be assessed in terms of justification for the funding requested and value for money.  
9.  Communication and Reporting 
Proposed dates should be checked with TECHNE to ensure that they do not clash with other events. TECHNE must be supplied with a description of the Conflux suitable for advertising on its website and via email etc. and kept informed of any changes to dates, venue and content of the Conflux. 

Within one month of the conclusion of the Conflux, the lead organiser should supply a report detailing:

· The names and institutions of those participating, and whether or not they are AHRC funded. (This information is needed for reporting to the AHRC so should be collected at registration.)
· A summary of the Conflux content and those involved in leading sessions
· A summary of how the funding was spent e.g. amounts spent on catering, travel for speakers
· A summary of feedback collected from participants

· A list of recommendations for adjusting the Conflux if it were run again
We also require that there is an online public ‘legacy’ of the Conflux in the form of materials or recordings or learning materials that could be re-used. These may be made available on an independent or university website with the links included in the report. 
10.  Questions?
If you require further information or clarification please contact the TECHNE via techne@rhul.ac.uk.
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